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At the time of this writing, I have just concluded my 
morning devotion from Colossians 4: 2, where Paul 
advises: “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping 
alert in it with thanksgiving.”   It strikes me that this 
is a formula to find a spiritual center with Christ 
during the commercialism of the Christmas season 
that has already begun. 
 
To help us find a spiritual balance that will make 
the holidays true holy days , St. John’s offers: 
 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES – 
Preparing the heart to receive  
* November 13/14 - A Retreat: “Prepare a Grace-

filled Heart for the Holidays.”  Based on Philip 
Yancey’s book, What is So Amazing About Grace, 
with new material included.  Sign-up today! 

* November 14/15 – Healing Services.  Healing on 
all levels of our existence was the whole point of 
Jesus’ incarnation.  We will experience healing 
prayer at all services this weekend. 

* December 13 – “Music Sunday.”  Come and 
worship at St. John’s annual celebration of Christ’s 
birth, through the gift of music from our choirs and 
instrumentalists. 

* December 20 – The Sunday School Christmas 
Program.  It’s the story as only our children can tell 
it! 

* December 13/20 – “Advent Hours.”  Meditation 
time in the candlelit sanctuary, 6-8:00 pm. 
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MEANINGFUL GIFT OPPORTUNITIES – 
Preparing the heart to give  
* November 7 – St. John’s annual “Harvest Bazaar,” 

9:00 am -2:00 pm.  Buy your Christmas gifts here, 
and support the outreach of Women’s Ministries! 

* Weekends, November/December – Consider giving 
a Prayer Shawl to someone in need of a physical 
reminder of the spiritual presence of Christ.  What 
a great Christmas Gift! 

* ELCA Good Gifts Catalog – Give the gift of water 
or an animal to people in developing countries.  It’s 
a great family gift and it teaches our children the 
real meaning of Christmas giving. 

 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES – 
Preparing the heart to share  
* December 6 – “Advent by Candlelight.”  Come to 

St. John’s women’s annual Advent gathering, 5:00 
pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Bring a friend! 

* December 12 – “Men’s Advent Breakfast.” Great 
food, laughter, singing and inspiration; this is a 
good opportunity to invite a friend to share the 
meaning of the season! 

* December 16 – “Confirmation Fellowship.”  Our 7th 
and 8th graders will meet to reinforce the Spirit that 
is Christ at Christmas in their Confirmation journey. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
The MISSION we share at St. John’s is “Walking 
With Christ, Strengthening Lives.”  We have many 
opportunities during these holy days to do that in 
exceptional ways.  I invite and welcome you to the 
journey! 
 

Advent by Candlelight...............p. 10 
Advent Hours ............................p. 14 
Adult Education...........................p. 3 
Bulletin Board ...........................p. 15 
Calendar & Birthdays.......... p. 16-17 
Children Ed & Ministries .............p. 6 

Healing Prayer ........................... p. 2 
Important Dates ........................back 
Music Notes .............................. p. 7 
Partnership Pages .............. p. 12-13 
Preschool ................................... p. 7 
Spiritual Retreat ....................... p. 18 

Troop 16 ................................... p. 11 
Walking with Christ..................... p. 2 
Women’s Ministries ................. p. 8-9 
Wreaths and More.................... p. 14 
Young Families......................... p. 14 
Youth Ed & Ministries ............. p. 4-5 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THESE ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS . . .  
 Eleanore Sandrock; Ione Pekrun; Phoebe Kitzke;  

John Maze’s sister Andrea; John Lemmer (Lois Marks son);  
children of Los Heroes, All Peoples, and Akeri.   

 
ALL THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY. . . 

Dustin Schrader; Adam Kaczmarski; Robert Long; Lt. Col. Todd 
Westhauser; Staff Sergeant Rick Bachtell; Nate Lauterbach; 

Andrew Smith; Maj. Rick L Strickroot; David Ware; Chris 
Stapleton; Michael Beasely; Michael George; Joshua Wuttke; 

Ashleigh Stotler; Robert Kinder; Lt. Col. Kurt Wendt. 

If there is a name on this list that needs to be taken off, please contact Pastor Dave at Ext. 11. 
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BULLETIN BLUNDERS: 
�� The church will host an evening of fine dining, super 

entertainment and gracious hostility. 
�� The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every 

kind. They may be seen in the basement on Friday 
afternoon. 

Prayers for healing were central to Jesus’ ministry.  Indeed, holistic healing was the whole point of 
Jesus’ coming, the greatest healing being the forgiveness of our sins, which restores us in 
relationship to God. 
 
Jesus also sent his disciples out to heal, and their own ministry of praying for healing continued after 
Jesus’ resurrection.  As such, healing prayers have always been a part of 
our Christian tradition.  So, in our day we come for prayer in faith and with 
an open mind, knowing that God desires our wholeness and well being. 
 
Our worship services on the weekend of November 14/ 15 will focus on 
God’s gift of pray for healing – healing for our fa milies, our church, our 
society, the nations, the world and ourselves.  We will come in faith 
seeking to discern the mind and will of God.  We wi ll leave knowing 
healing is taking place in us according to God’s pr omises. 
 
As we look forward to the Healing Prayer Services, consider the brokenness you perceive and 
experience in your life, and prepare to receive God’s healing.  For our Lord Jesus said,  “I came that 
they may have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10: 10b).              
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Welcome Home March-
ing Band & Color Guard 

Teens! 
 

Senior High Sunday School 
ROCKS!  

 
Come early @ 10am for Coffee 
House time with food drinks and 

music, then we'll dive into the top-
ics, bible scripture and subjects 

you  want to talk about. 
See you in the Youth Room!  

 
Teens are beginning to lead 

your classes...Come Check it 
out! 
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Welcome Home Marching 

Band  
& Color Guard Teens! 
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Come join your friends for some 
great  on the 2nd & 4th Sundays!  

New Dates!!! 

December 6th & 13th 
All Sunday’s 10:15-11 in January!  

Parenting with Love & 
Logic 

With Tim Tahitan 
Cost $100 couples / $60 singles 

Register on the Info Board in Narthex 
 
 
 
 
We’ve sent out our first care 
packages to our freshman 2 
College. A group of our teens did 
the project in Sunday School with 
Kathi & Tom. 
Call Kathi Campbell to help out! 
_______________________ 
Help Wanted ! Teens to sign up 

with Dani Theisen to help 
decorate cookies on  

Nov 1st, 1-4pm for the Holiday 
Bazaar! Or come help @ The 

Bazaar on the 7th! 
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Confirmation continues Sundays 10:15—11 
(Come early @ 10am for treats). Andy 

Petersen joins Rita this month for a great time 
of learning with stations to keep Jr. high minds 

connecting! 
We will Discover the Wisdom Literature  with a 

creative twist in October! 
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Parents are asked to attend this Special 

Stewardship night with their teens! All receive a 
special Money planner with code lock for 

attending!  
_____________ 

*Costume Christmas Party w/ Conf.— Dec 16 

Announcing our Annual Friends of 
Youth Campaign!  
This year’s theme revisits last years: 
Helping Teens Help Others! So Be A 
Friend! Help Our Youth Climb to the Top of 
our Golden Pole in the Narthex! 
Contact Person & Youth Board Treasurer: 
Margaret Van Horn @ 706-3229 
 

�
����
!�(�����������;
���:559��

2345��*�*8�
�<=���><%�?��@@�$�+�

�
���������
�����
������
��>���!�	
�
��
����)����
�����,
����
��
��&��!*�����
>���!�
�����

�
�������
��	����	
��
A�����(��
�
��(�

����
����
��	��
#����#
	���)	
������#���#�����	&(*�
.��
�!��
�
������
��>���!�!�B�
� ���

���#�������
�����
���C	�

�

����
!�(*�
� ��	�
�	�
�
���-�&��!������@���

*�
� C	&
��
�����

�
�������
�����#�
����
���

(���3�
� '���	!�
�
���
(

�������#�����	#�
	����

#����#
	�������#����#
	���)	
��
���	&	�
*�

 

Here’s your tip of the month from  
Fallyn & Katie! 

The night before Sunday School Coffee 
House & or a Youth Group event call or text 
a buddy & agree to go together! Then 
you’re not alone!  

Confirmation Costume Christmas Party is coming  
Wed. Dec 16th, 6:30-8pm. 

You wont believe all the fun we can have in 1 1/2 hrs! 
Plus: Vote for Box Overnight Day! January??? 
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As I write this article, it’s almost Reformation 
and the choir, tonight, will rehearse “A Mighty 
Fortress is Our God.”  This hymn is sometimes 
called the national anthem of the Lutheran 
Church.  Why has this hymn stood the test of 
time, written 500 years ago? 
  
Perhaps we all may have our own answers to 
that question, but, I propose that Martin Luther, 
both the composer and writer of the text, 
wanted people of all ages to know for certain 
that they could  count on God, a mighty fortress.   

Also, that though the “world with devils fill the 
land all threatening to devour us, we tremble 
not, we trust God’s will, they cannot overpower 
us.” 
What a great hymn of confidence and hope, A 
Mighty Fortress  is.   May we sing it, this hymn 
based on Psalm 46, with strong voices knowing 
that God is indeed in charge and that “The 
kingdom’s ours, forever!” 
  
In Christ, 
Carol Peterson, Music Director 
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MUSIC MINISTRIES OF ST. JOHN’S   

Carol Peterson ~ Music Coordinator 
Jane Babcock ~ Bell Choir Director  

Kenn Anderson ~ Contemporary Worship Music Director  

$��
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St. John’s Preschool invited Santa to come to 
breakfast and he accepted our invitation!  So 
forget about going to the mall and come join us 
for breakfast with Santa.  All funds raised will go 
to support St. John’s Preschool.  Tickets will be 
sold in advance or at the door.  (Advanced 
tickets are appreciated so we can plan for food 
quantities).   
 
Breakfast will include, all you can eat pancakes, 

sausage, fruit and a 
beverage.  Included in the 
price of breakfast will also 
be 1-5x7 photograph of your 
family and Santa taken by 
ARW Photography.  
Additional pictures are 
available however; they are 
not included in the cost of 
breakfast.   

 
In addition to breakfast and pictures, there will 
be craft projects available for the children.  
What a great morning of fun for your family, we 
hope to see you there.   

When:  Saturday, December 5, 2009 from 
9:00 to 11:00am 

 
Where:  St. John’s Fellowship Hall 
 
Cost:   Adults - $7.00, 

Children age 3 + - $4.00, 
 Children age 2 and under – Free 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look for information/reservation sheets by the 
Preschool classrooms.  Contact Kelly Savatski 
at 392-4144 or ksavatski@wi.rr.com with any 
questions. 

Santa is coming to St. John’s for pancakes and pict ures! 


























