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This month the members of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church will begin receiving a blessing unlooked 
for: the economic stimulus plan.  That means 
well over $135,000 distributed to our members.  
This blessing presents an opportunity for us as 
a church to embrace a “stewardship of 
abundance,” to teach our children about joyful 
giving, and to imagine how a tithe of such an 
unexpected gift might strengthen our ministries.  
If everyone, who is able to, tithes on this 
blessing it would mean at least $13,500 for the 
ministry and mission of the church.  Imagine the 
possibilities! 
 
We are being given an opportunity to witness to 
our children and one another the joy and grace 
of tithing, not as a “must do” guilt trip, but as a 
grateful response to God’s abundant blessings.  
Council will be offering some suggestions for 
local ministries/immediate needs where this 
tithe could be used.  Perhaps you might feel 
called to give to a ministry outside of St. John’s.  
Great!  The point is we have been blessed and 
God calls us to be a blessing to others.   
 
Here are some practical steps to help you 
discern where you might give: 

• Prayerfully consider if you are able to tithe 
on your gift from the government.  Maybe 
you find yourself in a situation where you 

really need this money because of 
unexpected bills or overwhelming debt.  
Praise God for this unlooked for gift. 

• Discuss with your family where you might 
want to give.  What a great opportunity to 
teach your children about giving and tithing 
for the work of God’s church.  

• Give directly to the ministries that our 
council will identify.  Look for a list of 
ministries in the church bulletin starting in 
mid-May. 

• Give to one of the following Milwaukee 
Synod or ELCA ministries: 

LSS of Wisconsin/Upper Michigan 
Outreach for Hope, Inc. 
World Hunger Appeal 
Lutheran Disaster Response 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 

Services 
 
Thank you for considering this opportunity.  May 
we all discover the joy and freedom that comes 
from giving to God’s work.  May we continue to 
grow in our calling to be a blessing to all people. 
We are truly God’s hands, feet, and mouth for 
the world. 
 
See you in worship, 
Pr. Scot  
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Blessed to be a Blessing 




