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Hospitality is our heritage as Christians.  The early 
Christians practiced surprising hospitality, very 
unlike the surrounding Greek and Roman culture.  
Where other people were hospitable toward family, 
friends, and others of the same social class, 
Christian hospitality was notorious for being 
extravagant.  Not only did Christians welcome 
everyone, but they especially welcomed those who 
were the least likely to be able to pay them back—
widows, orphans, the poor, outcasts, needy people.  
At Holy Communion, slaves ate with masters, rich 
ate with poor, Jews ate with Greeks.  Christian 

hospitality was 
scandalous and 
controversial. 
  
This should not 

surprise us, because the hospitality of Jesus was 
controversial.  It was even offensive.  When the 
Pharisees said, “He (Jesus) eats with tax collectors 
and sinners,” this was not a compliment.  Jesus’ 
practice of table fellowship was probably the one 
thing that scandalized others the most.  But Jesus 
refused to be confined by “what was usually 
done”—he graciously welcomed everyone, 
prostitutes and adulterers, crooks and outcasts.  No 
one was outside his welcome.  Jesus’ hospitality 
wasn’t just radical: it was promiscuous! 
  
We who follow Jesus are called to show the same 
kind of radical hospitality.  We make room in our 
lives for others, especially strangers and the needy, 
because after all we were strangers who were 
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welcomed by Jesus into the household of faith.  
Hospitality is not optional for us as the people of 
God; it’s not a spiritual gift that only some have.  It 
is to be a way of life for us.  We learn it by doing 
it.  The Bible expects hospitality, even demands it. 
  

And so we open our homes and our hearts, 
we set another plate at the table. 

We get out blankets and a pillow. 
 We expect guests.  We plan for them.  

We don’t turn anyone away. 
We welcome because we were welcomed 

ourselves.  We invite because we 
received an invitation. 

  
Is it radical?  You better believe it.  It is even 
subversive, because true hospitality takes away 
the boundaries between us.  It blasts away social 
expectations and witnesses to the kind of love 
God has for all people.  At the table together, 
sharing a home, sharing lives…the walls come 
down, the facades fall away.  Hospitality heals 
and unites, for hospitality is saying to another, “I 
welcome you, as you are, into my life, as I am.  I 
welcome you, as Jesus welcomes me.”  
Hospitality is not just a virtue, it is a crucial 
witness to our unity in Christ.  We receive each 
other, and every guest, as Christ. 
  
Jesus welcomes us sinners, to make us saints.  
As we have been so graciously welcomed by the 
Lord himself, may we open our hearts and homes 
and spread the grace around. 

Adult Education .......................... p. 3 

Bulletin Board........................... p. 12 

Calendar .................................. p. 13 

Children Ed & Ministries............. p. 6 

Congregational Study................. p. 2 

Lenten Worship Schedule .........back 

Music Notes .............................. p. 7 

Preschool ................................... p. 7 

Troop 16................................... p. 11 

Women’s Ministries ............... p. 8-10 

Youth Ed & Ministries ............. p. 4-5 

������������	������������	������������	������������	����

�����������	
���
���

���������
�����������
�����



Page 2 


���
����������������������

PLEASE PRAY FOR THESE ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS . . . 
 Eleanore Sandrock; Ione Pekrun; Phoebe Kitzke;  

John Maze’s sister Andrea; John Lemmer (Lois Marks son);  
children of Los Heroes, All Peoples, and Akeri.   

 
ALL THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY. . . 

Dustin Schrader; Adam Kaczmarski; Robert Long; Lt. Col. Todd 
Westhauser; Staff Sergeant Rick Bachtell; Nate Lauterbach; 

Andrew Smith; Maj. Rick L Strickroot; David Ware; Chris 
Stapleton; Michael Beasely; Michael George; Joshua Wuttke; 

Ashleigh Stotler; Robert Kinder; Lt. Col. Kurt Wendt. 

If there is a name on this list that needs to be taken off, please contact Pastor Dave at Ext. 11. 
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Week 4 (February 28-March 6) ~ Practicing Hospitality I 
[Chapter 3; Meditations 8 (p. 78); 10 (p. 85)] 

 
Week 5 (March 7-13) ~ Practicing Hospitality II 

[Chapter 3 cont.; Meditations 9 (p. 81); 11 (p. 88)] 
 
Week 6 (March 14-20) ~ True Evangelism  

[Chapter 4; Meditation 14 (p. 97)] 

Dear Long-time Friends of St. John’s, 
 
Your loving prayers and supportive cards were so touching and 
received with my deepest gratitude.  They have definitely 
helped!  It’s genuinely heart-warming to still be held close after 
being away these many years.  I give my thanks up to God for 
this gracious gift and for the Spirit that is so alive at St. John’s. 
 
In His Love, 
Lorilyne (Plate) LaMacchia 
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Meets March 7, 14, 21 & 

28th! 
Pr. Scot leads on the 14th 
See you in the Youth Room!  

*** 

30 Hour Famine  
Recap: 

What a great group! A mix of 
teens, college age, St Johns & 

Vernon Youth and even a Couple 
couples fasted @ home! 

Box houses filled the Fellowship 
hall, awareness & money was 

raised! Great Job team! Thanks to 
Russ Brown for organizing this 

event! 

*** 

Youth Zone for Senior 
High, March 19-21 
6 teens and 2 adults are 

registered to attend this youth 
quake for senior high in Chicago! 

Registration is closed! 

*** 

Youth Sunday Worship 
Services coming to St John’s 

June 5 & 6th! 
Join the team to create it! 

Coming  April 16-17! 
2nd Annual Senior High  

Lock Out  
 

Cross of Life Youth Group is joining our 
Youth Group  

for this awesome event of:  
Service, scavenger hunt, Web’s, Movie  

& 4 hours @ Laser tag! 
Cost: $30. Register for only 25 spaces!  

See Billy Fank to help plan it! 
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Peace in the process—Susan 

 

How perfect for Lent! A new Small 
Group: Moms of Teens Prayer 

Group will meet on  
Monday Nights  

@ 7pm in Susan’s office 
Details on Youth Board. 
See Susan to join us! 
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Big Events: 
Youth Quake for Junior High in April  

Participants: Lindsey, Lauren, Hannah, Ayla, 
Tyler, Jordan, Adam, Jamie, Jameson, Emily, 

Ethan, Maddie, Emilio, Brittany, Sammy, & ??? 
Think Summer Camp!?!  Details to come! 

Our Annual Friends of Youth Campaign!  
This year’s theme revisits last years: Help-

ing Teens Help Others! So Be A Friend! 
Help Our Youth Climb to the Top of our 

Golden Pole in  
the Narthex!  

*Friends donate any size $ Gift. 
*Sponsors donate $200. covering one 

teen. 
Contact Person & Youth Board Treasurer: 

Margaret Van Horn @ 706-3229 
 

Funds Raised  to date: $3,100 
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TLT: Our new Teen Leadership Team meeting is 
held every 2nd Sunday morning @ 9:40 am! Come 

help plan your youth group! 

What are you doing this summer? 
Sure you’re busy. We all are. But 

what are you really doing to 
change & grow   

spiritually for a lifetime? 

Summer Trips: 
Mission Trip to Montana Indian Reservation 

June 18-26  
Our Team so far: Billy Fank, Karli Hintz, 
Karmen Dippmann, Nyssa Holty, Ryan 
Black, Michael Peterson, Brian Reed, 

Thomas Elder & Cheryl Poth, Rita Hinks, 
Susan & One Male adult.  

Plus 6 youth & 1 adult from All Peoples!   
2 spaces available! 

Boundary Waters Trip July 18-24 
9 Registered (Now has 15 spaces available)  

Boundary Waters Registration  
Closes March 1st! 

See Summer Trip Brochures in your mailbox 
or the Summer Trip Board in Youth Hall for 

details!!! 
Participants pay $100. deposit to secure 

space! 
These events need to be pre-registered 
for in NOW (see deadlines above) so we 

can make payments to the organizations! 




