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Lenten Journey: The Marks of the Christian Begins Feb. 22" at 6:30 p.m.

The season of Lent begins on
Wednesday, February 22™ on
what we call Ash Wednesday.
Lent invites us into a special
time of reflection on our walk
with Jesus in light of his
amazing love and sacrifice for
us on the cross. This year our
theme will explore the marks of
discipleship using David Miller's
book, Lenten Journey: The
Marks of the Christian. On Ash

Wednesday and during the
weekends of Lent we will use
Miller’'s book as guide,
inspiration and challenge.

As a part of the Ash
Wednesday service, 6:30 p.m.,
worshippers will be able to
come forward to receive the
mark of the cross placed on
their foreheads with ashes.
The ashes are a reminder of
our death as we hear the words
spoken, “Remember that you
are dust and to dust you shall
return.” It is a sobering
thought, but one that reminds
us of our dependence on God.
It also prepares us to hear the
joyful and saving words on
Easter six weeks later that
because Jesus lives, we shall
live also.

Lenten worship will include
special Wednesday evening
services at 6:30 p.m. from
February 22" through March
28". These midweek services
will be 35-45 minutes in length,
offering us time to reflect,
repent, and recommit to our
walk with Christ. | invite you to
carve time into your week to
join us. | know that God will
use this time and space in our
lives to shape us in new and
blessed ways.

P.S. Copies of David Miller’s
book will be available for
purchase at church beginning
Sunday, February 12™ for those
who would like to use this as
their devotional during Lent.
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PRAYER PLEASE PRAY FOR THESE ONGOING PRAYER CONCERNS . . .
Ray Jarock; Phoebe Kitzke;
John Maze'’s sister Andrea; John Lemmer (Lois Marks son);
children of Los Heroes, All Peoples, and Akeri.

ALL THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY. . THOSE IN THE

Dustin Schrader; Adam Kaczmarski; Robert Long; Staff Sergeant @iﬁ
Rick Bachtell; Nate Lauterbach; Andrew Smith; Maj. Rick L g @ g =5
Strickroot; Chris Stapleton; Michael Beasely; Michael George; [oRR N 5 ek

CONCERNS Ashleigh Stotler; Cody Kallin. M“_I'I'AHY

If there is a name on this list that needs to be taken off, please contact the church office.

Lenten Journey: The
Marks of the Christian

On Ash Wednesday and during the
weekends of Lent we will use this

R devotional as a guide, inspiration and
challenge. Books will be available for
sale in the narthex beginning
February 12. Watch for more
information.

Lenten Worships

Wednesdays at 6:30pm

February 29
March 7
March 14
March 21
March 28

The Season of Lent

emember man thou art dust
and to dust thou shalt return
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by Linda Muth

During this anniversary year, the Jubilee Committee has asked folks to share their stories
about how they came to St. John’s and some of their experiences. This month, | thought |
would share my story.

My first day at St. John’s was Quilt Dedication Sunday in 1986. The quilts
were spread across all of the chairs so that it was warm and cozy—a per-
fect spot for me with 1-year old Karen. | joined St. John’s in 1987. In no
time | was attending with our 2 and then 3 little ones, usually sitting in the
front of the church where Karen would conduct the choir, Robby would
wave at the flames, and Jason would stare up at the ceiling fans.
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Tim often came to church with us, but he also attended mass at a local Catholic church every
weekend. When Tim’s mom died in 1990, the people at St. John’s offered Tim a lot of support
and soon he joined the rest of us as a member.

My first VBS arts & crafts teaching experience included a panicked
nursery staff coming to tell me that they had lost Jason. They had
looked everywhere in the building and the parking lot. He was a tricky |
toddler and we found him hiding up under a table, being very quiet. In
1995, | became St. John’s Parish Education Coordinator. | was serv-
ing on the Education Board and God told me to apply for the job. This
forever changed the course of our life as a family. Tim never ex-
pected to be married to a church lady, and the kids still talk about long
hours spent getting dizzy walking around tables and collating papers. | never could have done
my work without the amazing help from Tim and the kids.

1995 was also the year we connected with El Salvador. Our Sunday School needed an inter-

national ministry connection, and a God-guided flip through an ELCA mission book led me to

choose El Salvador. We invited Patti Simmons’ cousin, Mary Campbell to come and speak;

Pam Brown, Mary Mueller and | did research at the library; and we built a Salvadoran village in
our fellowship hall. Steve Mueller did such a good job with his
script that some of the kids really thought he was Emilio from El
Salvador!

@ Now, as the kids are getting married, Tim and | are planning for

extended work in El Salvador. | continue to work as a volunteer

El Salvador staff member at All Peoples Church. We love hanging out with
our friends from the Tuesday Bible Study group and MGD and

we try to share our gifts as God calls us to do. We give thanks for all of the mentors and

friends who have guided us along the way, and give a special tip-of-the-hat to the amazing St.
John’s women and men who took care of Tim after he broke his leg in El Salvador
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE -- "#6"4
The Education Board is offering an opportunity for those who are 2 !
interested, to form a committee to meet once or twice a year for the + 1(
purpose of scheduling topics and programs for presentation during J 1 1
the Christian Education hour for the following year. Ideally, this @ + r. .
committee would consist of a maximum of six , I | Ei ‘E
people. Members of all ages are welcome to b e
participate in this planning, but the input of teens @ *
and young adults is especially encouraged. 01 . |
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED !ﬁ;i}-:séﬂ""s :
This is an excellent way to make a contribution in o , ‘ “__J
a meaningful way without a huge time commitment and provides a . I Al
great opportunity to enhance our education hour. Interested I
persons may contact Lois Marks at 414-771-2283 or via a note in
her church mailbox.
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Contact Charis: discipleship@makedisciples.com or 262-786-6887 x14




MUSIC MINISTRIES OF ST. JOHN’S

Carol Peterson ~ Music Coordinator
Jane Babcock ~ Bell Choir Director

Kenn Anderson ~ Contemporary Worship Music Director

Have you ever wondered why
black is designated for the
altar paraments on Ash
Wednesday? It is the only day
of the church year when that is
the case. Not Good Friday...
the altar has been stripped on
Maundy Thursday leaving the
chancel completely bare. (The
emotional power of that
bareness is an awesome time
of contemplation of God’s
sacrifice of his son, Jesus.)
The reason for black, the color
of ashes, is because Ash
Wednesday is a day when we
recall the gravity of our human
situation where we cannot free
ourselves.

During Lent the people of God
will reflect on the meaning of
their baptism into Christ’s
death and resurrection. The
sign of ashes suggests our
human mortality and frailty.
What seems like an ending is
really an invitation to make
each day a new beginning, in

We have programs for 2 1/2 yr. olds, 3 yr. olds, and 4 yr. olds.
More information can be found in the information desk in the Narthex.

which we are washed in God’s
mercy and forgiveness. With
the cross on our brow, we long
for the spiritual renewal that
flows from the springtime
Easter feast to come.”

(from Sundays and Seasons)

Ash Wednesday, this year on
February 22, is a most solemn
day and the beginning of our
journey toward Easter. The
Lenten hymns in the ELW,
beginning with number 319, “O
Lord, throughout these Forty
Days” through number 343,
“My Song is Love Unknown”
are a rich resource for Lenten
devotions. Whether sung or
read, the poetry tells the story
of God’s redemption.

Author Paul Bosch points out,
however, that “Ash
Wednesday is not a day for
morbid self-absorption. Even
in our sins we are still children
of the promise; heirs of an
original blessing; beloved
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You are cordially invited to learn about St. John's Preschool!

children in whom God takes
delight.”

Hymn writer Marty Haugen’s
“Tree of Life and Awesome
Mystery” ELW #334, would be
a fine hymn to use as a
personal devotion, as well as
corporate worship, during
Lent:

Vs.1 Tree of Life and
awesome mystery, in your
death we are reborn;

though you die in all of
history, still you rise with every
morn.

God of all our fear and
sorrow, God who lives beyond
our death,

Hold us close through
each tomorrow, love as near
as every breath.

In Christ,
Carol Peterson,
Music Director

Our Open House is Tuesday, February 21st from 6:30 until 8:00.
Come find out what makes St. John's Preschool so special! We hope to see you there!

Questions?

Call Sarah Noerenberg at 262-786-4298 or via email at stjohnspreschool01@yahoo.com.




Mortgage Refinancing

Our 3 year note on the
mortgage was  just
renewed! We have
taken advantage of the
lower interest rates and
have gone from 5% to
4.375%.

Our monthly mortgage

payments of $9000
remain the same. Curious how much we pay
interest vs. principal? Our first payment will pay
$3531.57 in interest, and $5468.43 in principle.

We currently owe $937,412.12 for our mortgage.
Any extra payments that we make (spotlight &
designated giving) goes all towards principal and
reduces our mortgage that much quicker.

Jubilee Stained Glass
Update

We have a team up-and-running to research the
best alternatives to lighting our Jubilee Stained
Glass. Thank you to the generosity of our most
recent donors to help make that possible. Please
consult your stained glass brochures for the
previous donations. Additional copies are at the
Welcome Desk.

e From John and Mary Almasi "in honor of
those who have nurtured our faith."

e From John and Linda Gugel in memory of
Gerhardt and Neloa Gugel, Justin and Doris
Wehrenbrecht and Al Behling.

e From Gerry Milz in memory of Wally Winter

e Anonymous donation in
memory of Ernestine Williams

This is an on-going ministry at the
present time. We look forward to
it's completed illumination of our
sanctuary!

New Members
Reception

Our current New Member class ends on
February 5. The new members will be received
into membership at St. John’s on February 12 at
the 11:00 worship. '

Please plan to attend and
welcome the newest members
of our family. A cake reception
will follow the worship. ‘
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Hug a Counter

St. John's counters: what do they do? Plenty!
Each week a loyal group of members spend
several hours totaling up all that has been
placed in the offering plates as well as what has
come in during the week. Monies are accounted
for all of the proper categories like the general
fund, spotlight ministries, etc. They create a tally
sheet that the treasurer enters into our financial
books. Please take a moment this month to
thank these folks who work diligently behind the
scenes:

Ken Biefeld, Jerry Brandt,
Dee Doyle, Carol Elder,
Dick Granholm, Terry
Hoeppner, Roger Lewis,
Carol May, Joe Schaefer,
Peg Schellin
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Kathy Kempke spends hours each week as our
financial secretary. Her task is to record all of the
member's gifts and to also generate the
statements of giving that you receive.

Many hours are spent each week, plus many
more at the end of each quarter and year, to
account for all of your gifts for God's work.
THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU!

(Guess who has been counting for 13 years?
Dee and Peg!)
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Our ministries are making positive changes in the world and changing hearts.

Akeri Kindergarten

Helping Kids
Throughout The World:
Dave Kinnear and Andy
Peterson just returned
from Akeri Parish, where E
we have committed to &.
assisting in developing a % <
Kindergarten program.

More details will be coming over the next
few weeks.

Anniversary Ministry

We’re Golden This Year! As we celebrate our 50"
Anniversary in ministry together, the events just
keep on coming! Pastor Paul Bulgerin was here in
January, and our other leaders from throughout our
years together have special visits planned in the
coming months. Stay tuned as we use the entire
year to not just remember how far we have come,
but also focus on how our ministries to come!

Debt Reduction

R.E.A.C.T.

How Do We REACT? With Our Time
and Energy! The Emergency Team
completed another CERT (Community
Emergency Response Team)
training this weekend, and several of
the members are planning a trip to
New Orleans later this month. There
are never enough people to meet all
of the needs this team can support —
so feel free to join at any time!

o)DM

The Anchor is Shrinking! One of our continuing
ministries has been debt retirement, understanding
that shrinking our mortgage will free up funding for
other great ministry areas. We were able to allocate
$12,000 toward debt retirement this month!

Land Management

What Do We Do With Our Land? We are
surrounded by a terrific asset — the property
all around the church. There are a number
of terrific ideas on how we can utilize this
land, and a team has been formed to
develop a long-term plan. Their first
meeting was in January . . . so there is still
plenty of time to get involved and share your
thoughts!

Short Term Mission Projects

The suggestion box is open! We are
developing a list of mission
opportunities for our Church families.
you hear of a mission you think St
John’s could help with, let us know.

ministry.

So Much going on.....

so little time to tell you about it

This Sheet is Not Enough! Please check out the
bulletin boards, contact one of the leaders, or speak
with Pastor Jennifer - - and GO! get involved!

The next
Spotlight Ministry Weekend:
February 18 & 19

What is this? That's when we hear an
update on each of the ministries and
collect a special offering to support them.
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
OPPORTUNITIES IN FEBRUARY

o

Day quilting meets from 9:00-2:00pm
Jean Sorensen 446-9346 or davejean53186@msn.com

Mom'’s Bible Study (every Wednesday, 11:00-12:30)
Dawn Orlowski 547-7645 or gbp4evr@gmail.com

Faith Alive! (every Wednesday at 7:00pm)
Carol Schulz 782-4448 or ceschulz@prodigy.net

Moms in Prayer (every Monday) at 7:00pm in chapel
Connie Peterson 513-1398 or cpete1984@wi.rr.com

Evening Quilting meets from 6-8pm
Lynn Brandt 542-1516

Morning Circle meets at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall
Kathy Hoeppner 786-0412 or tkhoeppner2@gmail.com

S D

Afternoon Circle meets at 12:45 pm in the Fellowship Hall
Ann Kopecky 786-8299 or jkopecky5@wi.rr.com

Women of Faith Evening Book Club (6:00 dinner, 7:30 discussion)
Patrice Krimpelbein 797-0953 or krimpelbein@att.net

Prayer Shawl Ministry at 6:30pm in Conference Room
JoAnn Klein 534-9884 or JoAnn@ SpectrumComm.com

Tuesday Morning Bible Study

Day quilting meets from 9:00-2:00pm
Jean Sorensen 446-9346 or davejean53186@msn.com

Virginia Health Center Birthday Party from 1:30-3:00
Bakers: Kathy Hoeppner, Dolores Wuttke, Carol Elder
Server: Kathy Sattler
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Evening Circle meets at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall
Jan Gregoire 784-6953 or jgregoire@wi.rr.com

o

Tuesday Morning Bible Study

o

9
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/W@% S W@W@&W is the work of all women at St. John’s. Itis

not a club to join. Simply a way to connect and be supported by other women. If you
are interested in learning more about Women’s Ministries, please contact

Patrice Krimpelbein, President at 389-0014, krimpelbein@att.net or

Lois Marks, Vice-President at 414-771-2283, Imarks4@wi.rr.com

God's Blessings to you.

o




Waukesha Sister House, which is a part Please continue to donate paper

of the Women's Center, is a shelter for products, non-perishable food, old cell

battered women. As Sister House is a phones, gift cards to discount and

special focus of Women's Ministries grocery stores, phone cards, school

along with the Outreach Ministries of St. supplies, etc. and place them in the

John's, we look for everyone's help in Donation Location in the Fellowship

supplying products to assist the women Hall. If you are donating gift cards,

that are sheltered there. phone cards, gas cards, etc. please
place these in Doris Klitzke's church

Please join the women of St. John's on mailbox.

Saturday morning, February 11th, for a

pre-Lenten meditation and brunch to Contact Doris Klitzke for more

support Sister House. See the sign up information on Sister House (547-3570).

sheet in the Narthex to let us know who

will be attending and to indicate if you

will offer to bring a breakfast casserole,

fruit or bread for the event.

Recently, Sister House, in conjunction

with Roundy's, changed the Pick 'n Save
"We Care" program. We will have a
speaker at the pre-Lent meditation
brunch who will share details of the new
program with us.

Women's Ministries invites women of all ages to

attend a pre-Lent meditation and brunch. We will

have a speaker to explain the Roundy's charitable February 2012
program, particularly the change in the Roundy's We - =
Care program. There will also be a time of devotion 2B #
and meditation to help us prepare for Lent. And of 10 (11
course, there will be food! 17 18

24 25

Please mark your calendar now and add your name
to the sign up sheet in the Narthex. Please contact
Patrice Krimpelbein at pkrimpelbein@gmail.com or

262-389-0014 with questions.




Partner Pages

Stepping Stones After School Program

3:30—6:00 pm ~ February 2, 9, 16, 23

Tutoring + Gardening + Dream Keepers (writing)

Wednesday Night Alive
6:00 to 8:00 pm ~ February 2, 9, 16, 23
Worship + Dinner + Choir

Walking With Christ...Together!

Stepping Stones

Every Wednesday at 3:30 pm, Armon and Antonio
faithfully come trudging down the stairs with back-
packs filled with homework. These two brothers are
quiet, focused, and extremely polite. Armon is in
fifth grade and struggles to read and write at a first
grade level. Antonio is in ninth grade and plays
football for Rufus King. He also struggles with read-
ing, which makes it hard for him to complete his so-
cial studies and science homework. No matter how
cold, how snowy, how tired they are, Armon and
Antonio faithfully come to get a few hours of help
from Miss Karen or Miss Gail or Miss Carole.

Some weeks, the Step-

ping Stones teachers
are overwhelmed by 12
or 14 students. Some
weeks, the teachers
outnumber the stu-
dents. Every week,
every hour, every min-
ute of time of learning
and teaching is time

well-spent in building
confidence and friendship.

All Peoples Church gives thanks to the faithful
teachers in the Stepping Stones program, and joy-
fully welcomes the new teachers who have recently
joined the team. Thanks to Marcia, Marion, Gail,
Carole, Karen, Sally, Kathi, Jerry, and Bob. The
Stepping Stones program is coordinated by Linda
Muth and Andy Graves. Contact Andy at
gravesandy2000@hotmail.com.

Spotlight Ministry Garden Project

Outside in the Global Garden...

-Hay was put down to keep the ground from freezing
too deeply on the building site

-Plans were developed by volunteers from HGA in
consultation with the Planning Team’s Architec-
tural and Engineering Sub-Team

-The Planning Team is
choosing a final
design for the
greenhouse

-Next steps include se-
lecting building mate-
rials & submitting
plans to the city

Inside the Third Floor Garden...

-Assessment of the space is complete and design for
the summer renovation project will take place af-
ter the greenhouse project is done. In the mean-
time, the temporary indoor garden is up and run-
ning...

- Stepping Stones students grew amaryllis plants and
sold them or gave them away to partner churches
for Christmas

- Students recently constructed self-watering beds
and planted lettuce and herbs

-Next steps include installing grow lights and planting
daffodil bulbs

-Garden educator, Jeanne, and students shared their
knowledge at our first Learn and Grow Event
which was held at St. John’s on January 29th.

STAY CONNECTED AND GET INVOLVED! WATCH
THE BULLETIN FOR OPPORTUNITIES!




